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was the existence of these antipathies to which the
outbreak was due. The peasant, for example, felt
that he was forced to give up the fruit of his labour
to the noble, and that the noble was discharging
no duty to justify his demands. The peasant,
probably, could not read; he was unaware that
Rousseau or Voltaire was laying down principles
which would cover his case; he had never even
heard of philosopher or philosophy ; only, when the
time was ripe, when the upper orders had become
useless, and the lower classes had accumulated a
sufficient quantity of passion, of indignant or vindic-
tive feeling, an outraged sense of justice, the crash
came, and any formula which would cover the parti-
cular case was acceptable. The doctrine then made
its fortune; not because it was true, or because it
was demonstrable, but because it gave the shortest
and simplest expression to the prevailing sentiment.
The philosophical dogma, which had been lying idle
for generations, doing no particular harm or good,
was, suddenly, converted into a war-cry, the more
effective because the real vagueness and uncertainty
of its application enabled those who used it to save
themselves the trouble of thinking or arguing.
Instead of substituting particular grievances, and
showing that this or that inequality in general was
useless and objectionable, they could, in half a